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BWBSEBft Briefing of Deputy Under S eeretary of State Matthews os 

Possible C l a ndes ti n e Action Against tin Albanian Baglas, 

PAfiTIGIPAHTSi Messrs, fi. freeman Mrt thews, Walworth Star hour. Jack Jern±gaa, 
Valter Thurston end Outer bridge Horsey from the Decertmont of 
State end Messrs^ ' cia. 

1^ On 17 March 1953, at the request of Mr. horsey, HmmnJ .. ~] 

/ _jonducted a briefing of Deputy Under Secretary of State CDfreeamn 
Mfctthews, in the presence of the ether State Department officials Hated 
above, regarding possible c l a n d es t ine activity against the present Albanian 
raglMu This briefing was requested as a follow-up of the brle*lt« given 
earlier by/ Jar” je a raeant S e present atives ' meeting, 

attended by-tfr. Horsdy, who rapertlo it bade to the State Department and 
subsequently asked to have it repeated for the benefit of Mr. Matthews and 
other senior State Department officials. Particular interest was shown in 
the question of the capabilities of CIA, and CIA's estimate of the Yugoslav 
intentions and capabilities. 

2, After a general review of the history and background of the Agency's 
effort to build assets that could be brought to boar on the Albanian problem, 
the following c on clusi on s and observation* were presented as the Agency's 
opinion 1 


a. Outer present circumstances, a completely olandestino over- 
throw of the Boxha regime cannot bo considered 'feasible nor can a 
completely internal ene; any soup sill require Bacterial support so 
extensive that supplying it would at best be seaiHsovsrt ( co m pa r a ble 
In nature. If not in ex tout, to that furnished the Greek guerrillas 
by ftaMla and tbe MtillitM) t 

b. Support of a coup in Albania is probably beyond the present, 
end presently foreseeable joint capabilities of the U. S. and British 
secret services; 


c. A successful coup would require the full-scale operational 
cooperation of Jugoslavia, and a majority of the activities involved 
would have to bo launched from Jugoslavia; limited operational activities 
can be mounted from Greece, but that country's role will be limited by 
the fact of its ^aw^vs^tsr^itp^l claims on Albania, and by the 
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&bId«bodl6d AXta i ila i* isatiwadlst $ v E & & &r (£paek contralj 
Yugoslavia** biggest asset, is addi tion to its long border with Albania, 

Is a pool of 1,000 to 1,500 potential Albanian satirists; 

d # fba proseat of Albania id not a aallpant oat 

for tbs antt-regia* Albanians; Albania is of no present real advantage, 

n&h&r an t wxy tlt to Rutslt or tbo Conififosrsltt n|§|» 

litas, and in the avast of war could be qaidd; over-run by Yugoslavia 
and dreoes. 

•• In vise of presently strained relations between Yugoslavia and 
Italy, it is probable that the latter would adopt a position of exaggerated 
alarm in tbs event of an Albanian seep substantially sponsored by Yugo- 
slavia, regardless of the true notaro of Xugoslav intentions. 

f . Over a period of fear years in thin field, the 8, 8. has built 
up a respectable store of asset* in tbs fora of tested agents, polities! 

fallows both Ktftto pad ootiidi tho oootvy f ofonttloal 
materiel sad know-how. These fbsters, although net in themselves suf- 
ficient to bring about detaehassst of Albania Cram the orbit, have value 
in their present and eould be employed to ornate a disturbed 

situation in the country that ooald serve as a p rote st for 8. 3. inter- 
vention, if sueh a course appeared desirable. 


1. On the basis of our resent re-analysis of the Xugoslav position, 
based in part upon our talks with the 888, the following observations regarding 
Xugoslav Intentions and capabilities were advanced* 

a. The Yugoslav services share our opinion that a completely 
clandestine overthrow Is not feasible* In t hei r view, the Kesha regime 
is the strongest Albania has over had, and they believe that neither 
thoy aof my othor olasuiiitiJM Msrvfaa hi tho oapahility to opsoi it. 
While favoring the overthrow of the Boatha regime, tin Xugoalave feel 
this should be attempted only when the international situation Is ripe 
and internal oondltlons are favorable, neither of which they believe is 
the ease today. Premature action, they fool, ooald bo catastrophic not 
only la failing to aoeawplloh the objective in Albania but also in 
rendering warm difficult the aoco»q>liahaent of sladlnr objectives in 
Bulgaria and possibly other satellites. 

b. The possibility of Soviet or satellite military reprisals or 
other counteraction against Yugoslavia resulting free any upset in 
Albania mm t inass to c onc e rn the Yugoslavs, and appears to be o major 
factor in their conservative policy toward the Hoxha regime. 


c. In suggesting that the best method to accomplish the overthrow 
of the Hoatba regime is to strengthen opposition elements inside Albania 
in ardor to create an organised force, the Yugoslavs stressed that there 
now exists no such organised fare* and gave no indication that they 
possessed any substantial assets of a Tltoist or ether nature inside the 


country. The Yugoslavs emphasised that the overthrow of the proa ant 
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Albanian regime oust be brought about internally and that the pritaary 
targets far such an operation should be certain sunbeam of the Albanian 
gemsunlst Party occupying key positions in the govemsant and arsed 
farces, 

d, The Yugoslavs stated that it la essential to work with all 
forces, both internal and external, te supplant the present regia*. 

They voiced no' objection to collaboration between the SCFA and the 

Prlgr^n CoiesittM but felt th&t Alteoiisi gitgrd 
groups east theaeelves find the way to get together. Although the 
Ifjjtfm Ctfsatitto is not og pMi t his t JUst of llbiFfttifig ^ 

of giving the proper development to the country, the Yugoslavs believe 
that It should serve as a broad popular front to wage the straggle Tor 
liberation froa Soviet Russia and against any other foreign group which 
sight soak to interfere in Albanian affairs. 

e. While the Yugoslavs express con fide n c e in the gaunUy reason- 
able attitude of the Greeks toward Albania, and app e ar to feel that no 
real threat to the integrity of the smaller country is te he expected 
tram that quarter, no such reliance on Italian policy exists. BOB 
Tifir ftftn tftfelvftft fttxftftftftd thft podfit that t ifaiJU i Atteia an d Bilgrada 
expressed theaeelves as fevering a fires and independent Albania, no 
such assurances had been forthcoming from Home. 

4* The conference was entirely for the purpose of briefing the State 
Deportment officers present, end no positive or negative recommendations were 
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